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ACCU-LABS #310 Nickel Strip 
 
 
310 Nickel Strip is a powdered material that is mixed with sodium cyanide and water to 
strip nickel, copper, brass cadmium, zinc and silver from steel, iron and their alloys.  No 
electric current is needed as 310 Nickel Strip dissolves the coatings chemically. 
 
310 Nickel Strip solution strips nickel at the rate of 0.5mils to 2.0 mils per hour 
depending upon the concentration, temperature, agitation and age of solution. 
 
310 Nickel Strip solution should be made up at a concentration of 16 ounces/gallon of 
310 Nickel Strip and 12 ounces/gallon of sodium cyanide.  The temperature range is 70-
140°F. The stripping speed increases as the temperature is raised. However, temperatures 
above 140°F will shorten life of the strip solution therefore stripping at room temperature 
is more economical. Agitating the work or the solution will also reduce the time required 
to strip the coating and help prevent etching of the parts. 
 
310 Nickel Strip will not attack most steel and iron alloys, however, before stripping 
large quantities of alloyed materials it is advisable to try stripping a sample part first.  
Etching of the base metal may occur if the solution becomes stagnant, or if the parts are 
packed to tightly in the solution. Precipitated salts in the bottom of the bath may also 
cause etching. 
 
If the work is dirty or oily, it should be cleaned before stripping. 310 Nickel Strip 
solution will not strip chrome, so parts plated with chrome must be chromed stripped 
prior to stripping of the nickel. 
 
Make Up 
  
Fill the tank ¾ full with tap water.  Slowly add the required amounts of sodium cyanide 
and #310 Nickel Strip salts while agitating the bath.  Heating the water to 100°F will aid 
in the dissolving of the salts. Fill to final volume and heat to desired temperature. 
 
Equipment 
 
310 Nickel Strip solution may be contain in a steel or stainless steel tank.  The bath may 
be heated with steel steam coils or an electric immersion heater.  Galvanized, copper, tin, 
coated, and solder tanks should not be used. Exhaust ventilation should be provided to 
remove gases which might formed by contact with acid vapor in the air. 
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Control: 
 
When the stripping time increases due to drag out and consumption, 5 ounces/gallon of 
sodium cyanide and 3 ounces/gallon of 310 Nickel Strip will extend the bath life and 
shorten the stripping time. After two additions, it is usually more economical to make up 
a new bath; the old bath should be disposed of in accordance with applicable regulations. 
 
When operating at elevated temperatures, cyanide breakdown will be encountered.  The 
cyanide content should be analyzed and kept at 8 ounces/gallon. 
 
Caution: 
 
Some-heated treated, nitrite case hardened, and cast iron alloys may be attacked, 
therefore on these alloys, sample tests should be conducted before production stripping is 
attempted. 
 
In case of contact of the 310 Nickel Strip salts or the 310 Nickel Strip solution with the 
eyes or skin, flush immediately with copious quantities of cold water. If the solution 
makes contact with eyes, seek immediate medical attention. 
 
310 Nickel Strip solution contains cyanide. Do not take solution internally. If swallowed 
treat for cyanide poisoning. 
 
310 Nickel Strip solution should not come in contact with oil, rubber, paper, cloth and 
saw dust. Avoid contact with phosphorous, sulfides or sulfur because of the danger of 
ignition. Contact of the 310 Nickel Strip solution with acidic salts or solutions will form 
a poisonous gas and must be avoided. 
 
Protective clothing, gloves and face shields should be worn operating the 310 Nickel 
Strip solution. 
 
It is recommended to store the 310 Nickel Strip salts in a dry area. 
 

 
 
 

Non-Warranty 
 

The information contained in the bulletin is, to the best of our knowledge, true and accurate, but all recommendations or suggestions 
are made without guarantee, since the conditions of use are beyond our control. Accu Labs Inc disclaims any and all liability arising 

from the use of this product or the information contained herein. 


